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An effort was made to find biographical data on all landowners.  Some personal 

information was found for each person; more material could be found on some people 

than on others.  Deed records provided names of spouses.  The 1897 and 1900 

Wilmington city directories offered home and business addresses, occupations, and 

business names.  The 1900 population census gave additional data, such as age, birth 

month and year, and the number of family members.  It also supplied addresses and 

occupations and whether the individual owned or rented their dwelling.  The census 

recorded if a person’s home was free of a mortgage.  William M. Reaves’ 1998 book 

“Strength through Struggle” was an invaluable source in furnishing detailed biographical 

material on some of the people.  To find additional data, the compiler turned to death 

notices in Wilmington newspapers, the death register from city of Wilmington, the roster 

of North Carolina soldiers in the Spanish-American War, and the 1880 population census 

of New Hanover County.7
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